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Distinguishing features and variability of intonation patterns in
Korean phonological phrases: The effects of
syllable count and segmental content®

Jeahyuk Oh**

Department of Language and Literature, Konkuk University, Seoul, Korea

Abstract

This study identifies distinguishing features and variability of intonation patterns in Korean phonological phrases. Syllable
count and segmental content, which are phonological conditions, of the intonation of phonological phrases were examined.
Based on the four syllables, the intonation of a phonological phrase can be set to LHLH as the basic form, and syllable
count acts as a condition for making a variation. The “3 syllables or less condition” changes the intonation from a curved
line to a straight line. Variation occurs in pitch bandwidth and fluctuation according to segmental content. The first
segment affects the phonological phrase formation bandwidth, and the following segment affects the pitch fluctuation. If
the first segment has [+aspirate], [+tense], [+continuant], the intonation is formed in the high band, otherwise, it is formed
in the low band. If the second or after segment in the intonation realized in the high band has [—-aspirate], [-tense], [—
continuant], the pitch is lowered to the lowest level of the low bandwidth. In the intonation realized in the low band,
[+aspirate], [+tense], [+continuant] is blocked by the second descent of LHLH.

Keywords: intonation patterns, phonological phrase, accentual phrase, syllable count, segmental content, variations
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Figure 4. Intonation contour according to the number of syllable
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B2 18 5ol e S0 BE Y mEaA

W T M/SD PO P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 P8 P9 P10
) w-+H M 240 | 246 | 254 | 261 | 268 | 272 | 274 | 278 | 283 | 286 | 276
N=23 SD 25 25 25 26 27 28 25 25 26 26 28

5 WL M 236 | 244 | 254 | 260 | 267 | 270 | 279 | 285 | 286 | 280 | 256
N=23 SD 27 29 32 34 39 39 27 26 26 28 28

3 Wl w-+-H M 236 | 256 | 267 | 273 | 271 | 272 | 275 | 276 | 272 | 274 | 265
N=23 SD 27 25 23 22 27 29 35 41 40 40 37

4 W+ M 230 | 245 | 261 | 271 | 271 | 273 | 280 | 281 | 279 | 277 | 250
N=23 SD 23 31 38 21 26 29 33 35 33 29 24

5 Wil i+ M 234 | 257 | 265 | 272 | 284 | 277 | 268 | 271 274 | 277 | 272
N=22 SD 33 40 40 38 34 34 31 29 29 26 27

6 WA BB+ M 224 | 248 | 266 | 269 | 274 | 263 | 263 270 | 270 | 267 | 243
N=22 SD 45 45 22 29 36 44 32 31 33 37 21

7 - - - B+ M 235 266 275 289 | 284 | 267 248 243 250 261 264
N=22 SD 23 23 27 29 28 29 33 29 31 34 35

g - - W+ T M 228 250 | 253 285 279 263 250 239 245 251 236
N=23 SD 30 33 33 32 27 31 36 29 30 38 26

9 - - - -+ M 236 270 | 271 274 261 256 247 229 247 262 270
N=23 SD 31 21 26 21 25 35 23 33 24 28 38

10 - - - i+ M 236 268 268 277 271 256 237 226 244 262 249
N=22 SD 28 21 39 25 31 43 41 42 33 30 38

1 - - - - e - M 233 259 262 258 260 | 254 247 237 235 252 260
N=23 SD 30 47 58 46 27 26 34 37 27 30 28

12 - - e e i+ M 231 265 287 | 269 | 268 | 258 | 250 | 242 | 237 | 248 | 251
N=22 SD 40 39 33 29 30 25 30 33 31 35 52

13 vh+H M 206 | 191 187 188 186 | 190 195 | 201 | 206 | 214 | 216
N=23 SD 21 20 17 14 17 18 19 20 20 23 22

14 v L M 207 196 192 193 191 194 | 201 207 | 210 | 210 | 201
N=21 SD 22 20 17 18 14 15 16 18 22 24 22

15 vlu+H M 213 192 191 186 | 188 194 | 205 | 216 | 226 | 234 | 236
N=22 SD 27 18 16 16 16 18 19 21 22 22 22

16 wHHL M 216 | 196 188 184 | 187 191 | 205 | 216 | 226 | 233 | 220
N=22 SD 27 24 19 14 16 17 21 18 21 22 22

17 wiepeH M 216 | 195 187 191 | 202 | 210 | 211 | 218 | 234 | 248 | 249
N=22 SD 18 15 19 19 18 21 25 26 28 28 30

18 wpupaL M 210 | 190 | 188 194 | 204 | 211 | 215 | 223 [ 240 | 249 | 231
N=22 SD 28 19 18 19 19 24 28 26 24 29 33

19 vlulelul+H M 216 | 196 190 | 207 | 226 | 229 [ 219 [ 210 [ 218 | 233 | 240
N=20 SD 24 16 17 22 21 23 29 28 29 31 31

20 ulafulul4L M 216 | 192 187 | 202 | 224 | 227 | 215 | 205 | 214 | 233 | 227
N=21 SD 27 14 11 16 21 23 29 28 24 24 32

9 vlujululul+g M 209 | 189 199 | 220 | 222 | 222 | 211 193 197 | 235 | 253
N=22 SD 30 14 19 20 20 21 22 18 19 29 50

” vlufafulul4L M 224 | 190 | 198 | 217 | 225 | 224 | 210 | 191 195 | 226 | 227
N=20 SD 24 15 18 22 23 26 23 22 21 25 28

» vjulululelel+H M 216 | 185 | 204 | 218 | 218 | 211 196 | 189 189 | 220 | 248
N=22 SD 31 15 21 21 30 24 28 20 20 28 43

24 | R R A A mR M 215 188 | 206 | 224 | 225 | 215 199 193 190 [ 221 229
N=20 SD 23 15 22 25 35 27 31 20 22 28 35
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B2 BAE Fiel e gol B Y HEua
Hs T M/SD PO P1 P2 P3 P4 P5 P6 P7 P8 P9 P10
)5 o H M 241 250 | 264 | 279 | 281 263 | 256 | 240 | 238 | 255 | 260
N=22 SD 26 38 37 26 32 32 24 23 26 26 31
26 e e M 228 238 | 255 272 | 271 264 | 250 238 | 235 251 239
N=23 SD 30 46 46 28 30 24 27 23 27 31 36
. Wil e M 240 | 258 | 270 | 277 | 270 | 261 250 | 244 | 248 | 263 | 256
N=21 SD 39 45 29 28 35 30 25 23 33 27 37
i~ Wi L M 239 | 254 | 264 | 273 | 270 | 257 | 239 | 238 | 250 | 258 | 237
N=22 SD 30 40 37 24 30 31 43 31 35 42 37
i~ e - H M 241 | 255 | 264 | 282 | 276 | 258 | 247 | 241 | 236 | 245 | 265
N=23 SD 28 37 37 35 30 39 49 36 31 34 41
30 Wb L M 238 | 254 | 264 | 288 | 277 | 270 | 260 | 245 | 237 | 251 245
N=23 SD 25 51 39 35 30 30 26 29 28 31 43
31 L Rl el M 236 | 252 | 280 | 273 | 234 | 215 | 214 | 208 | 217 | 237 | 248
N=23 SD 20 44 23 25 42 44 40 34 35 38 36
0 el M 237 | 261 279 | 273 | 240 | 227 | 221 213 | 223 | 243 | 231
N=21 SD 28 33 24 28 46 44 42 36 34 32 32
13 L R s M 236 | 256 | 273 | 270 | 237 | 210 | 206 | 214 | 233 | 245 | 255
N=22 SD 32 44 40 31 48 39 31 26 27 46 43
34 wepel L M 240 | 266 | 277 | 268 245 225 205 217 | 238 253 241
N=21 SD 31 41 27 41 48 33 21 22 19 25 33
35 R A el s M 241 270 | 272 | 280 | 287 | 278 | 228 196 | 200 | 218 | 235
N=22 SD 20 34 42 43 47 25 30 18 18 24 28
36 LR Rl el ® M 235 267 | 273 284 | 293 279 | 235 204 | 204 | 226 | 221
N=23 SD 18 23 24 27 29 24 26 19 20 25 34
37 R R M 241 270 | 275 | 281 | 273 | 255 | 205 | 200 | 223 | 241 | 249
N=22 SD 27 26 32 44 54 33 33 23 23 27 28
18 LR RS M 233 263 267 | 285 285 263 202 193 216 | 235 220
N=21 SD 28 33 42 36 29 29 23 22 21 29 29
1 upulobul-+H M 215 188 | 193 | 220 | 240 | 235 192 | 194 | 214 | 228 | 241
N=23 SD 34 21 16 24 26 24 22 22 24 27 27
2 v L M 220 190 197 | 224 | 246 | 235 199 | 202 | 222 | 239 | 225
N=21 SD 28 21 17 22 24 22 27 27 21 26 27
al upwholol+H M 218 | 190 | 195 | 217 | 232 | 244 | 214 | 194 | 202 | 226 | 244
N=23 SD 22 17 22 28 41 25 24 25 23 25 26
0 vl M 212 190 195 | 216 | 232 | 242 | 216 195 | 203 | 224 | 222
N=20 SD 27 17 17 30 42 28 22 20 22 30 34
5 whupatu-H M 207 189 191 212 | 221 218 | 210 | 218 | 235 | 251 257
N=21 SD 25 20 21 27 22 20 24 27 25 29 35
W whupapi-L M 219 187 190 | 206 | 218 | 214 | 208 | 221 234 | 244 | 236
N=19 SD 26 20 18 21 17 21 25 23 30 42 31
45 whupu e M 209 190 190 | 212 | 234 | 237 | 237 | 232 | 234 | 250 | 253
N=22 SD 23 16 19 21 25 22 31 31 26 29 33
16 wlupmheL M 203 187 191 212 | 235 | 243 | 248 | 237 | 241 256 | 243
N=19 SD 28 15 21 27 20 24 29 30 29 33 39
e w4 M 217 188 188 | 213 | 232 | 239 | 232 | 229 | 235 | 240 | 245
N=22 SD 25 12 19 21 16 23 35 33 38 38 34
48 vl M 216 | 191 192 | 214 | 229 | 230 | 235 | 236 | 244 | 249 | 227
N=19 SD 21 12 20 26 21 34 21 19 21 28 28
2 wl o +-H M 211 188 | 201 | 228 | 244 | 243 | 245 | 235 | 220 | 243 | 260
N=23 SD 26 15 23 28 25 21 26 31 25 31 35
50 v wie L M 211 191 198 225 246 | 246 | 244 | 237 | 224 | 247 | 242
N=21 SD 34 20 19 29 25 27 37 27 29 35 36
51 o i i e+ M 211 187 198 228 240 | 246 | 238 235 241 250 | 255
N=22 SD 35 16 21 32 24 25 26 25 26 28 31
5 w i e - M 222 193 200 | 231 248 251 246 241 245 264 | 253
N=19 SD 31 18 21 28 25 26 25 27 33 28 42
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